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BGCL strives to be one of the top Clubs 
in the nation, and now there is data 
indicating our success in that direction.

Administered last spring to members 9 
years and older, the Boys & Girls Club 
of America National Youth Outcomes 
Survey indicates that BGCL is ensur-
ing that success is within reach, with 
all members on track to graduate from 
high school with a plan for the future, 
good character, and a healthy lifestyle.

While BGCL exceeded state, regional, 
and national averages in nearly every 
category, one result stands out: fun. As 
indicated in the graph above, 72% say 
that BGCL is “doing great” (as opposed 
to “doing fine” or “room to grow”), 
compared to 57% of Clubs statewide, 
55% regionally, and 49% nationally.

Similarly, BGCL attained higher 
averages in sense of belonging, overall 
safety, and adult connections.

BGCL Executive Director Markus 
Fischer is encouraged by the overall 
positive results, but particularly this 

feedback.

“Kids must have fun, first and fore-
most,” he says, “or they won’t come 
to the Club, where they can then be 
exposed to all of the other valuable 
programming we offer.”

Other indicators for the 2013-14 pro-
gram year reveal:

• Many BGCL kids were active in all 
three priority program areas, with 85% 
in academic success programs, 52% in 
healthy lifestyle activities, and 28% in 
character and leadership initiatives.

• BGCL maintained or exceeded the 
previous year’s figures of seniors gradu-
ating from high school on time (96% 
both years), being absent from school 
five or fewer days, and maintaining or 
increasing grades. In addition, 99% 
progressed to the next grade on time.

• Members internalize the Club’s high 
expectations. 98% expect to complete 
high school, while 79% aspire to gradu-
ate from a four-year college. 

• Our focus on healthy lifestyles result-
ed in 97% maintaining or decreasing 
their BMI scores, compared to 80% last 
year; 83% scoring in the 50th percentile 
or higher on fitness tests, compared to 
71%; and 54% progressing to a higher 
swim level, compared to 43%.

• Through the emphasis on character 
and leadership development, 25% of 
teens volunteer at least once a week, 
compared to 18% statewide, 17% re-
gionally, and 16% nationwide.

• Prevention education around risky 
behaviors is paying off, with 99% 
reporting abstinence from cigarette use, 
91% from marijuana use, 86% from 
alcohol, and 81% from sexual activity. 
None reported binge drinking, abusing 
prescription drugs, or using chewing 
tobacco or inhalants.

• Alumni relations is an area for im-
provement. While the goal is for at least 
one-quarter of registered alumni to 
give back through volunteerism and/or 
donations, the figure slipped from 15% 
in the 2012-13 program year to 11%.

“We have high goals and expectations, 
but we continue to be on the right track 
toward providing kids with incen-
tives and tools to improve academics, 
make healthy decisions, and become 
great leaders,” Markus says. “This data 
empowers us to do even more for the 
youth we serve.”

National State

% Total 
Responses National % State %

3% 18% 13%
25% 33% 30%
72% 49% 57%

Doing Fine 73 31%
Doing Great 213 55%

Total 
Responses Region %

Room to Grow 10 14%

Fun
OrganizationRegion



A Message from our Executive Director

                                                                                                              

Our Leadership 
     

Board Officers
William DeLuca, Jr., Chairman 
Thomas M. Burkardt, President 
Greg Serrao, Vice President 
William Shaheen, Treasurer 
Larry Yameen, Assistant Treasurer 
Michael Feinman, Assistant Secretary 
James D’Angelo, Past President 

Staff Leadership
Markus Fischer, Executive Director 
Billy Robertson, Director of Operations 
Steve Kelley, Associate Director
Dennis McCarthy, Development Director 
Jill Rodriguez, Beacon Unit Director
Stephanie Bryant, Volunteer Coordinator

Dear Friends: 
 
Another summer of fun, laughter, exploration, and learning has come to an end here at 
the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence. We want to thank all of our supporters who again 
made it all possible, especially the Betty Beland Greater Lawrence Summer Fund of 
the Essex County Community Foundation; Lawrence Cultural Council; New Balance 
Foundation; Long Family Charitable Foundation; Bulens Family Foundation; Agnes M. 
Lindsay Trust; Bruce Hauben and Joyce Brinton, through the Helen G. Hauben Foun-
dation; Lawrence Rotary Club; and the Wolk Family. Your support ensured that our 
members not only enjoyed a fun-filled, seven summer weeks, but also maintained their 
skills acquired throughout the past school year. We are grateful to all of you.

Now it is time to get ready for another exciting program year. Through a new agreement 
with the Lawrence Public Schools, we will work on a weekly basis this upcoming school 
year with approximately 1,000 elementary and middle school youth. Students from 
the Guilmette, Wetherbee, Parthum, and Hennessey schools will participate in a wide 
spectrum of enrichment activities, including physical activities like flag football, fitness, 
karate, soccer, indoor rowing, yoga, basketball, and dance.

Other initiatives are geared toward educating students in healthy living principles. Top-
ics in this area include cooking and nutrition, but also life decision workshops focused 
on goal setting, avoiding negative influences, and developing healthy relationships. 
We will also offer arts and music instruction, as well as environmental awareness and 
creative writing programs.

Community partners like Beyond Soccer, the Greater Lawrence Community Boating 
Program, Groundwork Lawrence, and the Andover Bread Loaf creative writing pro-
gram will play a vital role in our expansion. The overall program is designed to allow 
students to explore different activities to find their passions, which are then used to 
motivate the kids to do well in school. We are extremely excited about the opportunity 
to reach so many additional youth.

In addition, our Computer Clubhouse was recently granted a technology refresher 
through the Intel Corporation. This grant provides our technology center with ad-
ditional hardware and software that will allow us in the new school year to further 
expand our ability to teach marketable technology skills to our youth members. A great 
example of this is Makers Camp, in which kids develop their own mini engineering 
projects which require computer programming, as well as hands-on mechanical skills. 

I would like to reach out and invite all of our friends, supporters, and those who are 
newly interested to visit us here at the Club. It would be my pleasure to personally pro-
vide you with a tour so that you may learn more about our school enrichment program, 
technology center, and the many other initiatives and activities benefiting the youth of 
Lawrence through your generous support.

 
Gratefully,  

Markus Fischer
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Back to School: Enrichment offerings expanded



 

State Rep. Frank A. Moran (D-Lawrence) visited BGCL to 
present Jose Casado with a citation honoring him as the 
2014 BGCL Youth of the Year.

“I’m sure his great moral character, determination, and 
success in academics will 
help him to succeed in all 
of his future endeavors,” 
Rep. Moran says.

Jose, who joined BGCL 
at 8 years old, graduated 
this spring from Central 
Catholic High School and 
aims to become the first 
member of his family to 
earn a college degree. 
He is studying criminal 
justice and business this 
fall at Fitchburg State, 
with the goal of becoming 
a federal law enforcement 
officer.

Emerging Leaders: Celebrating kids of character

Rep. Moran and Jose Casado
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In his ownwords... 
 
The BGCL changed my life. I 
was just a lonely seventh grade 
nerd who people picked on 
when I got to the Club. Three 
years later, I was living in a dorm 
at Phillips Academy for its sum-
mer session. I was pushed to the limit 
academically, and and I loved it. 

BGCL has done so much for me, giving me confidence to 
push my boundaries. It molded me into what I am now, 
from the community and the programs they offer. I just 
can’t see myself without the Club. It gave me a family 
and a guide to my future. I have hopes and dreams that 
I got from coming here, and I can only believe that I can 
achieve them with the Club. BGCL changed my life, and 
for that, I thank everyone who makes it possible for it to 
exist.

    Steven T., Class of 2017

After volunteering a combined 3,800 hours at BGCL, the 
Keystone Club traveled to the nonprofit Cape House this 
summer for a well-deserved weekend of rest and relaxation. 
Under the guidance of Teen Director Jody Raineri, the Key-
stone Club members have been great role models, donating 
blankets, clothing, and food to local charities and fundraising 
for walks benefiting an orphanage in Haiti and spinal cord 
injury research. We will miss our graduating seniors, but look 
forward to seeing what next year’s Keystone Club will achieve 
and contribute.

Congratulations 
to our standouts 
in the 12th an-
nual Digital Arts 
Festival! Nae-
sha G. was a 
national winner 
for the music 
entry “We Call 
Diversity.” 
Our regional 
winners were 
Steven T. for 
his game “Stopping Bullying” and photo 
“Representing Diversity,” Luis L. for his 
music entry “Pump Up the Party – Short 
Notice,” and Nathan H. for the photo “All 
Together Now.” We’re proud of you all!
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Giving Back: Teen provides summer to remember
During her 10 years as a BGCL mem-
ber, Erika R. has enjoyed dancing and 
playing softball, flag football, and bas-
ketball with her friends.

As the result of a generous volunteer, 
she added four new skills in July: 
lobster fishing, deep sea fishing, whale 
watching, and kayaking.

Erika was one of 10 Beacon Club kids, 
ages 13 to 17, who participated in 
four field trips funded by 18-year-old 
Cassandra Hunt. Cassandra, who is a 
senior this fall at Brooks School, raised 
$1,300 in sponsorships through letters 
sent to her family and friends.

Rebecca Dixon, a program coordinator 
at BGCL who chaperoned the trips, says 
the teens’ excitement while learning so 

many new skills was “priceless.”

“The Club is fortunate to have a number 
of dedicated volunteers, but it’s rare for 
someone so young to do something this 
elaborate,” she adds. “The kids loved ev-
ery minute of it. It was heartwarming.”

Cassandra, whose family has long sup-
ported the BGCL, previously volun-
teered as a tutor during the school year 
and served dinner at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. She says this project 
appealed to her because it was an op-
portunity to develop relationships with 
one group of Club kids, while provid-
ing them with opportunities that they 
wouldn’t otherwise have.

“Some of them hadn’t done these things 
before,” she says. “It was exciting to see 
how happy they were.”

Erika, who knows the satisfaction of 
helping others through her own volun-
teer work, says the teens enjoyed bond-

ing over their shared experiences. 
For example, she noted that the 
soreness in her arms after kayaking 
in Essex was entirely worthwhile.

“It was a great learning experience,” 
says Erika, describing how the 
group admired the natural beauty 
before playing games and cooling 
off in the water.

Juan F. most enjoyed the lobster 
fishing trip in Maine, during which 
the teens held lobsters, banded 
their claws, learned to distinguish 
the genders and other facts, and 
returned stray crabs and baby lob-
sters to the ocean. Aside from the 
educational component, he enjoyed 
his first-ever boat ride and bringing 
home a cooked lobster.

“Instead of my mom always giving 
me a meal, I was able to provide one 
for her,” he says. “It was really fun to 
try something new.”

On the whale watching trip in 
Gloucester, Heather S. says ev-
eryone excitedly took pictures 
as numerous whales dove and 
breached out of the water, flipped, 
and slapped their tails. “One almost 
came up to our boat!” she recalls.

Savanna B. says the group also 
encountered abundant marine life 
on the deep sea fishing trip out of 
Gloucester. They saw whales during 
the ride to and from the fishing 
area, where Club kids caught fish 
and baby sharks (all of which were 
released).

“I think it’s really nice and inspira-
tional for somebody out of town to 
come and give us all these privileges 
that we haven’t had before,” Savanna 
says. “We all get to look back and 
say we did this, and remember how 
much fun we had doing things we 
haven’t experienced before with 
people we hang out with all the 
time. It’s a memory that will never 
be forgotten.”
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Every morning this summer, I’ve taken 
the Number 32 bus from the house 
where the Notre Dame Summer Service 
Learning Program students stay in 
Andover to the Boys & Girls Club of 
Lawrence.

This route has become so familiar to 
me that I know without looking out 
the windows of the bus exactly what 
appears outside. First, the bus streams 
past sprawling lawns, large, white 
houses with neat shutters, and one of 
the nicest preparatory schools in New 
England. Then two sets of railroad 
tracks and one Merrimack River later, 
the view is drastically different.

The bus arrives in Lawrence and 
sprawling lawns are replaced by urban 
surroundings. Ancient, stone churches 
neighbor garages that overflow with 
the cheerful sounds of Hispanic music. 
Store windows are adorned with ad-
vertisements for cheaper international 
phone plans and metal bars. Finally, a 
street paved with litter leads you to a 
place so full of hope that you can’t pos-
sibly leave without your spirits feeling 
buoyed.

Sharing my summer with 
the youth of Lawrence: 
Ally Scruggs, University of 
Notre Dame

When I signed up for the Notre Dame 
Summer Service Learning Program, 
it was early February and I really did 
not have a clue as to where or what 
Lawrence was. Six months have passed 
since I made my decision to spend my 
summer serving Lawrence, and I can 
barely begin to tell you how great my 
decision turned out to be.

From our very first day of work, my fel-
low students and I have walked through 
the doors of the Club to be greeted 
by the beaming faces of children. In 
the beginning, we had not yet done 
anything to merit such a reception, but 
there we were, instantly welcomed into 
the tight-knit community of the Club.

Our members enjoyed many summer adventures, including 
beach trips, hiking adventures, Canobie Lake Park, Water 
Country, and a tour of the Boston Harbor islands.

Although we Notre Dame students were 
put in charge of the children’s summer 
education, I am confident that each 
of us will agree that we have learned 
more from the kids than we could ever 
teach them. First of all, these kids are 
the most talented pool players I have 
ever seen, and they’ve totally taught 
me how to do a “long shot.” They’ve 
educated me on the correct technique 
for spinning a basketball on one finger, 
and what food from the Dominican 
Republic is like.

More importantly, they’ve shown me 
that Lawrence is one lucky city to be 
called home by so many vibrant chil-
dren. Although they’re young, they’ve 

put thought into the dreams that they 
have for themselves, without forgetting 
the dreams that they have for their city. 
The Club, by ensuring a bright future 
for its members, has also ensured a 
bright future for the city of Lawrence. 

For the seventh year, University of 
Notre Dame students volunteered for 
our seven-week summer program. Pic-
tured with Club kids, from left to right, 
are Brian Mukhaya, Jennifer Cha, Ally 
Scruggs, and Darien Lam.



Alumni
 
Alumni:  If you have news to 
share, please e-mail Sarah Hogue at 
shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

Stay connected! Register as an alum 
on the BGCL’s website at  
www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...

In the 30 years they have volunteered at 
BGCL, Tim and Anne Marie Samway 
say they have been fortunate to work 
with a number of caring staff mem-
bers whose dedication has changed 
kids’ lives. Among them is Director 
of Education Karen Kravchuk, who is 
passionate about assisting Club kids in 
breaking the cycle of poverty.

In her honor, the Samways recently 
made a leadership gift toward the 
Karen Kravchuk Scholarship with the 
plan that it will become endowed and 
be given in perpetuity. The inaugural 
$1,000 scholarship has been awarded 
to Joaly R., who plans to study political 
science and international affairs this fall 
at Saint Anselm College.

The Samways, longtime members of 
the BGCL Board of Directors, say 
this is their way of contributing to the 
tremendous annual scholarship effort 
that takes place at the Club each spring. 
This year, the Club awarded a total 
of $52,500 to current and past BGCL 
members pursuing undergraduate and 
graduate studies at schools nationwide.

Honoring Karen Kravchuk:   
Inaugural scholarship awarded to Joaly R.

  
BGCL proudly welcomed back our five alumni who have gone on 
to hold the top post of mayor in their respective communities.

Pictured, from left to right, are Lawrence Mayor Daniel Rivera, 
former Lawrence mayor Michael Sullivan, former Methuen mayor 
Bill Manzi, former Lawrence mayor Kevin Sullivan, and Methuen 
Mayor Stephen Zanni. All acknowledge the role that BGCL played 
in shaping their character and leadership skills. They are great role 
models for us all!

The funds were raised through the 
BGCL, the BGCL Alumni Association, 
and West Parish Church of Andover. 
Generous donors include Victor J. Mill, 
III; the Lindsay Family; the MacMil-
lan Family; John Menzie; Laura and 
Tom Jordan; Roland Baker; Mary and 
Dave Derosier; the Bourque Family; 
and Gary Halloran of Par 4 Technology 
Group.

“Karen is a great person, with extraor-
dinary dedication, passion, and loyalty,” 
Tim says. “Education is the key to a 
brighter future, and no one is more 
willing to do the work to make the kids 
better, or more excited when they do 
well. That’s what is needed, and that’s 
why she is so special.”

“Karen loves those kids, but she doesn’t 
cut them any slack. She makes them 
earn it, and the kids respect her for it,” 
adds Anne Marie, a Lawrence native.

In 1988, Karen joined BGCL as a part-
time supervisor of the homework room 
and arts and crafts program, which 
she oversaw in addition to working 
full-time as a sixth grade teacher at the 
Henry K. Oliver School in Lawrence. 
She left BGCL to pursue her master’s 
degree at Lesley University in 2001, and 
ended her 21-year tenure as a public 
school teacher to rejoin BGCL in her 
current full-time position in 2008.

“From the start, I loved the place. The 

environment and the kids are so special, 
but the staff also really shaped me,” 
Karen says. “Before I earned my mas-
ter’s in education, I felt like I received 
one from these amazing adults who had 
a way of getting the most out of the kids 
as students, athletes, and people.”

Although Karen says it “brings me 
to tears each time” she discusses the 
generous gesture in her honor, she is 
pleased that more Club kids will benefit 
from help with college expenses.

“Joaly is a lovely and deserving young 
woman,” Karen says. “She’s one of many 
of our kids who are going to change the 
world.”

To learn more about donating to the 
Karen Kravchuk Scholarship, contact 
Director of Development Dennis Mc-
Carthy at (978) 683-2747, ext. 118 or 
dmccarthy@lawrencebgc.com.

A special alumni homecoming

Karen Kravchuk (third from left) is 
pictured with her parents, Alex and 
Maureen, Joaly R., and Tim and Anne 
Marie Samway.
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For the second year, our gener-
ous friends at 3M supported our 
Kids Against Violence Day on June 
26. Thanks to the efforts of Senior 
Acccount Representative Bill Conboy 
and Human Resource Coordinator 
Angie Martinoli, more than 30 vol-
unteers cooked and served lunch and 
supervised games and activities, face 
painting, and making origami doves. 
In addition to underwriting the day, 
3M donated funds and office supplies 
for the Club – all of which are being 
put to good use and appreciated.

Area Companies: Volunteer, donate, change lives

 Will     
You? 

Include 
The Boys & Girls Club 

of Lawrence 
in your will or estate 

plan to forever be a part 
of the Club’s legacy of 
doing good for the kids 

of Lawrence.
Receive a special  

packet of information 
and become a Heritage 

Club Member.  

Employees from National Grid’s offices in North Andover and Lowell visited 
BGCL to teach youngsters about how electricity and natural gas work, the 
importance of energy conservation, 
and measures that everyone should 
take to stay safe. Pictured, from 
left to right with the Club kids, are 
Tony Flores, Customer Metering 
Services; Chris Granger, Customer 
Metering Services; Judy Torrissi, 
Energy Efficiency Analyst; and Chris 
Riccio, Gas Operations.

Kids Against Violence Day

Safety lessons from National Grid

More than $17,000 was raised for BGCL 
at the seventh annual Peter A. Lewis 
Golf Tournament on August 11 at the 
Atkinson Resort & Country Club.

The golf tournament is held in memory 
of Peter A. Lewis, founder of Atkinson 
Resort & Country Club and the Lewis 
Group of Companies, who passed away 
in May 2008. Since its inception, the golf tournament has raised $142,000 to help 
children break the cycle of poverty through BGCL, an organization which his family 
says was dear to his heart.

Getting in the fundraising swing



Save the Date: Support YOUR Club

Coming Events 

College Fair 
October 8th 
 
Take Action Walkathon 
October 19th  

 
Halloween Party 
October 30th 

Top Donor Luncheon 
November 19th 
 
Annual Meeting 
November 20th

Thanksgiving Dinner 
November 26th 
 
Holiday Wrap Session 
December 16th 
 
Christmas Dinner 
December 19th

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

BULK RATE
PERMIT #360

US POSTAGE PAID

To register and for more information, contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

Last year, more than 700 children each 
recieved a gift at our annual Christmas din-
ner. This wouldn’t be possible without many 
generous individuals and corporations. 

Please consider donating: 
 - Gift cards of $10 (food, entertainment,  
 shopping) for teens  
 - Toys for boys & girls (ages 7-12) 
  
For more information, contact Billy Robert-
son at brobertson@lawrencebgc.com.

Supported by:

 Take Action Walkathon   
Keeping Lawrence healthy, one step at a time!

 
Sunday, October 19, 2014 

1 p.m. 
 

Two-mile walk along the Merrimack River, 
beginning and ending at BGCL

 
Special family activities to follow, including a 

bounce house, face painting, games, and more!

Proceeds will be donated to the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence


